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Is Plagiarism Illegal?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Plagiarism is not illegal as long as one does not infringe on the copyright of another person’s work. If the copyrights are violated by copying the work without permission, the one may face a litigation. However, in a general sense, plagiarism is an ethical infraction that is often ingrained in the integrity framework of many schools in Europe and the United States. One can plagiarize sources that are in the public domain without the risk of a lawsuit. However, this would be against the integrity principles of a school and the student may still be punished based on the ethical code that requires them to write their original work or cite external sources accordingly. Litigation from plagiarism is mostly based on a country’s copyright regime. While, it may not be explicitly illegal, other laws tied to copyrights or breach of contract can lead one to being sued in a court of law. For instance, researchers in the United States who receive grants are required that their work be original and devoid of copying other people’s ideas. This is the same case with most countries as seen from the conviction of Deepak Pental, a former vice chancellor of Delhi University, who had copied a colleague’s research proposal.
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